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Mercy Seminar I.3
2 Samuel 5:1 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, ‘Look, we are
your bone and flesh. 2For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel
and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you
who shall be ruler over Israel.’ 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King
David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over
Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for forty years. 5At
Hebron he reigned over Judah for seven years and six months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over
all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years.
6 The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land,
who said to David, ‘You will not come in here, even the blind and the lame will turn you
back’—thinking, ‘David cannot come in here.’ 7Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion,
which is now the city of David. 8David had said on that day, ‘Whoever wishes to strike down the
Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack the lame and the blind, those whom David
hates.’ Therefore it is said, ‘The blind and the lame shall not come into the house.’ 9David
occupied the stronghold, and named it the city of David. David built the city all around from the
Millo inwards. 10And David became greater and greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with
him. 11 King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar trees, and carpenters
and masons who built David a house. 12David then perceived that the Lord had established him
king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.
2 Samuel 6:1 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2David and all
the people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of God,
which is called by the name of the Lord of hosts who is enthroned on the cherubim. 3They
carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on
the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart 4with the ark of
God; and Ahio went in front of the ark. 5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before
the Lord with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and
cymbals.
6 When they came to the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of God
and took hold of it, for the oxen shook it. 7The anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah; and
God struck him there because he reached out his hand to the ark; and he died there beside the ark
of God. 8David was angry because the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon Uzzah; so that
place is called Perez-uzzah to this day.9David was afraid of the Lord that day; he said, ‘How can
the ark of the Lord come into my care?’ 10So David was unwilling to take the ark of the Lord into
his care in the city of David; instead David took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11The
ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite for three months; and
the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.
12 It was told King David, ‘The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that
belongs to him, because of the ark of God.’ So David went and brought up the ark of God from
the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; 13and when those who bore the ark
of the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. 14David danced before
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the Lord with all his might; David was girded with a linen ephod.15So David and all the house of
Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet.
17 They brought in the ark of the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had
pitched for it; and David offered burnt-offerings and offerings of well-being before
the Lord. 18When David had finished offering the burnt-offerings and the offerings of well-being,
he blessed the people in the name of the Lord of hosts, 19and distributed food among all the
people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of
meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes.
2 Samuel 7:1: Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to
Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: ‘Are you the one to build me a
house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have
moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not
built me a house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: ‘Thus says
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my
people Israel;9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the
earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live
in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest
from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a
house. 12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will
be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with
a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings.15But I will not take my
steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established
forever.’ 17In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.
2 Samuel 8:1 Some time afterwards, David attacked the Philistines and subdued them; David
took Metheg-ammah out of the hand of the Philistines. 2 He also defeated the Moabites and,
making them lie down on the ground, measured them off with a cord; he measured two lengths
of cord for those who were to be put to death, and one length for those who were to be spared.
And the Moabites became servants to David and brought tribute.
3 David also struck down King Hadadezer son of Rehob of Zobah, as he went to restore his
monument at the river Euphrates. 4David took from him one thousand seven hundred horsemen,
and twenty thousand foot-soldiers. David hamstrung all the chariot horses, but left enough for a
hundred chariots. 5When the Arameans of Damascus came to help King Hadadezer of Zobah,
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David killed twenty-two thousand men of the Arameans. 6Then David put garrisons among the
Arameans of Damascus; and the Arameans became servants to David and brought tribute.
The Lord gave victory to David wherever he went. 7David took the gold shields that were carried
by the servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. 8From Betah and from Berothai,
towns of Hadadezer, King David took a great amount of bronze.
9 When King Toi of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer, 10Toi
sent his son Joram to King David, to greet him and to congratulate him because he had fought
against Hadadezer and defeated him. Now Hadadezer had often been at war with Toi. Joram
brought with him articles of silver, gold, and bronze; 11these also King David dedicated to
the Lord, together with the silver and gold that he dedicated from all the nations he
subdued, 12from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek, and from the spoil of
King Hadadezer son of Rehob of Zobah.
13 David won a name for himself. When he returned, he killed eighteen thousand Edomites in
the Valley of Salt. 14He put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the
Edomites became David’s servants. And the Lord gave victory to David wherever he went.
15 So David reigned over all Israel; and David administered justice and equity to all his
people. 16Joab son of Zeruiah was over the army; Jehoshaphat son of Ahilud was
recorder; 17Zadok son of Ahitub and Ahimelech son of Abiathar were priests; Seraiah was
secretary; 18Benaiah son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and David’s
sons were priests.
Psalm 89
1

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2
I declare that your steadfast love is established for ever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
3

You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:
4
“I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.”’
19
Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said:
‘I have set the crown on one who is mighty,
I have exalted one chosen from the people.
20
I have found my servant David;
with my holy oil I have anointed him;
21
my hand shall always remain with him;
my arm also shall strengthen him.
22
The enemy shall not outwit him,
the wicked shall not humble him.
23
I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
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24

My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;
and in my name his horn shall be exalted.
25
I will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.
26
He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
27
I will make him the firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.
28
For-ever I will keep my steadfast love for him,
and my covenant with him will stand firm.
29
I will establish his line for ever,
and his throne as long as the heavens endure.
30
If his children forsake my law
and do not walk according to my ordinances,
31
if they violate my statutes
and do not keep my commandments,
32
then I will punish their transgression with the rod
and their iniquity with scourges;
33
but I will not remove from him my steadfast love,
or be false to my faithfulness.
34
I will not violate my covenant,
or alter the word that went forth from my lips.
35
Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness;
I will not lie to David.
36
His line shall continue forever,
and his throne endure before me like the sun.
37
It shall be established for ever like the moon,
an enduring witness in the skies.’
1 Chronicles 22:1 Then David said, ‘Here shall be the house of the Lord God and here the altar
of burnt-offering for Israel.’
2 David gave orders to gather together the aliens who were residing in the land of Israel, and he
set stonecutters to prepare dressed stones for building the house of God. 3David also provided
great stores of iron for nails for the doors of the gates and for clamps, as well as bronze in
quantities beyond weighing, 4and cedar logs without number—for the Sidonians and Tyrians
brought great quantities of cedar to David. 5For David said, ‘My son Solomon is young and
inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent,
famous and glorified throughout all lands; I will therefore make preparation for it.’ So David
provided materials in great quantity before his death.
6 Then he called for his son Solomon and charged him to build a house for the Lord, the God of
Israel. 7David said to Solomon, ‘My son, I had planned to build a house to the name of
the Lord my God. 8But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “You have shed much blood
and have waged great wars; you shall not build a house to my name, because you have shed so
much blood in my sight on the earth. 9See, a son shall be born to you; he shall be a man of peace.
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I will give him peace from all his enemies on every side; for his name shall be Solomon, and I
will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. 10He shall build a house for my name. He shall be
a son to me, and I will be a father to him, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel
forever.” 11Now, my son, the Lord be with you, so that you may succeed in building the house of
the Lord your God, as he has spoken concerning you. 12Only, may the Lord grant you discretion
and understanding, so that when he gives you charge over Israel you may keep the law of
the Lord your God. 13Then you will prosper if you are careful to observe the statutes and the
ordinances that the Lord commanded Moses for Israel. Be strong and of good courage. Do not be
afraid or dismayed.’
17 David also commanded all the leaders of Israel to help his son Solomon, saying, 18‘Is not
the Lord your God with you? Has he not given you peace on every side? For he has delivered the
inhabitants of the land into my hand; and the land is subdued before the Lord and his
people.19Now set your mind and heart to seek the Lord your God. Go and build the sanctuary of
the Lord God so that the ark of the covenant of the Lord and the holy vessels of God may be
brought into a house built for the name of the Lord.’
1 Kings 6:1 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the Israelites came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second
month, he began to build the house of the Lord. 2The house that King Solomon built for
the Lord was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. 3The vestibule in front
of the nave of the house was twenty cubits wide, across the width of the house. Its depth was ten
cubits in front of the house. 4For the house he made windows with recessed frames. 5He also
built a structure against the wall of the house, running around the walls of the house, both the
nave and the inner sanctuary; and he made side chambers all round.6The lowest story was five
cubits wide, the middle one was six cubits wide, and the third was seven cubits wide; for round
the outside of the house he made offsets on the wall in order that the supporting beams should
not be inserted into the walls of the house.
11 Now the word of the Lord came to Solomon, 12‘Concerning this house that you are building,
if you will walk in my statutes, obey my ordinances, and keep all my commandments by walking
in them, then I will establish my promise with you, which I made to your father David. 13I will
dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.’ 14 So Solomon built
the house, and finished it.
1 Kings 8:1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the
leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in Jerusalem, to bring up
the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2All the people of
Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh
month. 3And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests carried the ark. 4So they brought up the
ark of the Lord, the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests and
the Levites brought them up. 5King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that
they could not be counted or numbered. 6Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of
the Lord to its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the
wings of the cherubim. 7For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that
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the cherubim made a covering above the ark and its poles. 8The poles were so long that the ends
of the poles were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be
seen from outside; they are there to this day. 9There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets
of stone that Moses had placed there at Horeb, where the Lord made a covenant with the
Israelites, when they came out of the land of Egypt. 10And when the priests came out of the holy
place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord,11so that the priests could not stand to minister because
of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.
12 Then Solomon said,
‘The Lord has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.
13
I have built you an exalted house,
a place for you to dwell in forever.’
Psalm 132
A Song of Ascents.
O Lord, remember in David’s favour
all the hardships he endured;
2
how he swore to the Lord
and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob,
3
‘I will not enter my house
or get into my bed;
4
I will not give sleep to my eyes
or slumber to my eyelids,
5
until I find a place for the Lord,
a dwelling-place for the Mighty One of Jacob.’
1

6

We heard of it in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar.
7
‘Let us go to his dwelling-place;
let us worship at his footstool.’
8

Rise up, O Lord, and go to your resting-place,
you and the ark of your might.
9
Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let your faithful shout for joy.
10
For your servant David’s sake
do not turn away the face of your anointed one.
11

The Lord swore to David a sure oath
from which he will not turn back:
‘One of the sons of your body
I will set on your throne.
12
If your sons keep my covenant
and my decrees that I shall teach them,
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their sons also, for evermore,
shall sit on your throne.’
13

For the Lord has chosen Zion;
he has desired it for his habitation:
14
‘This is my resting-place forever;
here I will reside, for I have desired it.
15
I will abundantly bless its provisions;
I will satisfy its poor with bread.
16
Its priests I will clothe with salvation,
and its faithful will shout for joy.
17
There I will cause a horn to sprout up for David;
I have prepared a lamp for my anointed one.
18
His enemies I will clothe with disgrace,
but on him, his crown will gleam.’
Psalm 46
To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Alamoth. A Song.
1
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
6
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
7
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
8

Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
10
‘Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.’
11
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah
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Psalm 48
A Song. A Psalm of the Korahites.
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised
in the city of our God.
His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation,
is the joy of all the earth,
Mount Zion, in the far north,
the city of the great King.
Within its citadels God
has shown himself a sure defense.
Then the kings assembled,
they came on together.
As soon as they saw it, they were astounded;
they were in panic, they took to flight;
trembling took hold of them there,
pains as of a woman in labour,
as when an east wind shatters
the ships of Tarshish.
As we have heard, so have we seen
in the city of the Lord of hosts,
in the city of our God,
which God establishes forever.
Selah
We ponder your steadfast love, O God,
in the midst of your temple.
Your name, O God, like your praise,
reaches to the ends of the earth.
Your right hand is filled with victory.
Let Mount Zion be glad,
let the towns of Judah rejoice
because of your judgements.
Walk about Zion, go all around it,
count its towers,
consider well its ramparts;
go through its citadels,
that you may tell the next generation
that this is God,
our God for ever and ever.
He will be our guide for ever.

