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of Lament & Light
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5:00 PM
Welcome to Saint James.
We welcome you to our live-streamed service.
\\

Prelude

Advent Peace

Jim Brickman

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
Romans 16:25-27
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans.
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings
is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God,
to bring about the obedience of faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.

Hymn 56

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

(verses 1, 6, and 7)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
6. O come, O come, thou Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh: disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
7. O Come, Desire of nations, bind in one the heart of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

Luke 1:26-38
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from
her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Homily

Musical Offering
Prayers of the People

Mrs. Jeannie Keener

Christmastime Is Here

Vince Guaraldi

Confession and Forgiveness
Silence may be kept.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep
you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Collect of the Day
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Music

O Holy Night
Nora Graham-Smith, soloist

Adolphe Adam

The Blessing & Dismissal
Christ the Sun of righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from your
path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory. And the blessing
of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with you now and ever more.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Noël Nouvelet

15th Century French Carol

