The Mercy Seminar 2021, Term 2
Reading 2
Acts 2: 22 ‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you
by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you
yourselves know— 23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having
freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.
33 Being

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. 34For David did not ascend into the
heavens, but he himself says,
“The Lord said to my Lord,
‘Sit at my right hand,
35
until I make your enemies your footstool.’”
36
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’
37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 38Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to him.’ 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying,
‘Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.’ 41So those who welcomed his message were baptized,
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Acts 3:14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and
you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 17 ‘And now,
friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he
had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God
so that your sins may be wiped out, 20so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the
Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 21who must remain in heaven
until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets.
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Acts 5:27 The high priest questioned them, 28saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach in this
name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s
blood on us.’ 29But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human
authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a
tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so that he might give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom
God has given to those who obey him.’

Acts 11:1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized
him, 3saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ 4Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, 5‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it
came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds
of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8But I replied, “By no means,
Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” 9But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” 10This happened three
times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 13 He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by
which you and your entire household will be saved.” 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon
them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
“John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?’ 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has given
even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’
Acts 26:15 I [Paul] asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The Lord answered, “I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. 16But get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint
you to serve and testify to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to
you. 17I will rescue you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18to open
their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they
may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” 19 ‘After
that, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20but declared first to those in
Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God and do deeds consistent with repentance.
Acts 17:22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely
religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of
your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore
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you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by
human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all
things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For “In
him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said,
“For we too are his offspring.”
29
Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’
Romans 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others; for in passing
judgement on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing the very same
things. 2You say,* ‘We know that God’s judgement on those who do such things is in accordance with
truth.’ 3Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you judge those who do such things and yet do
them yourself, you will escape the judgement of God? 4Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and
forbearance and patience? Do you not realize that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to
repentance? 5But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of
wrath, when God’s righteous judgement will be revealed.
Romans 7: 14 For we know that the law is spiritual; but I am of the flesh, sold into slavery under
sin. 15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I
hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do
it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I
can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is
what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.
21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in
the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my
mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who
will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is
not found even among pagans; for a man is living with his father’s wife. 2And you are arrogant! Should
you not rather have mourned, so that he who has done this would have been removed from among you?
3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present I have already pronounced
judgement 4in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such a thing.* When you are
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Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord.*

4

6 Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens the whole batch of
dough? 7Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as you really are unleavened. For our
paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed. 8Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast,
the yeast of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral persons— 10not at all meaning the
immoral of this world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since you would then need to go out of
the world. 11But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother or
sister* who is sexually immoral or greedy, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or robber. Do not even eat
with such a one. 12For what have I to do with judging those outside? Is it not those who are inside that
you are to judge? 13God will judge those outside. ‘Drive out the wicked person from among you.’
2 Corinthians 7: 8 For even if I made you sorry with my letter, I do not regret it (though I did regret it,
for I see that I grieved you with that letter, though only briefly). 9Now I rejoice, not because you were
grieved, but because your grief led to repentance; for you felt a godly grief, so that you were not harmed
in any way by us. 10For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and brings no regret,
but worldly grief produces death. 11For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, what
eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what zeal, what punishment!
Romans 3:21 But now, irrespective of law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested
by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.
For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at
the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
2 Corinthians 5:16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry
of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for
Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
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Hebrews 9:24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one,
but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 25Nor was it to
offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is
not his own; 26for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world.
But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of
himself. 27And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgement, 28so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to
save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation
of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us.
Ephesians 4: 28 Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labour and work honestly with their own
hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who
hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of
redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together
with all malice, 32and be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has
forgiven you.
Hebrews 6:1 Therefore let us go on towards perfection, leaving behind the basic teaching about Christ,
and not laying again the foundation: repentance from dead works and faith towards God, 2instruction
about baptisms, laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgement. 3And we will
do this, if God permits. 4For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the
goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, since on
their own they are crucifying again the Son of God and are holding him up to contempt.
Hebrews 10:26 For if we willfully persist in sin after having received the knowledge of the truth, there
no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a fearful prospect of judgement, and a fury of fire that will
consume the adversaries. 28Anyone who has violated the law of Moses dies without mercy ‘on the
testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 29How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by
those who have spurned the Son of God, profaned the blood of the covenant by which they were
sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace? 30For we know the one who said, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will
repay.’ And again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ 31It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God.
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