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CIVIC EVENSONG 
 

Welcome.  This service is drawn largely from the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. 
The text of the service is taken almost entirely from the Bible and knit together 
into prayer with such beauty and profundity that it has inspired and consoled the 
human family far beyond the Anglican communion generation after generation. 
  

Tonight we gather especially to remember those who have died in the past year 
and are now resting in Christ as we all await his final coming in glory.   

 

Organ Prelude Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 Michael Good, organ (1872-1958) 
 

Prelude Theme and Variations     Friedrich Kummer 

 Peter Kenote, viola (1797-1879) 
 Sara Male, cello 
  

The Procession & Welcome 
 

The People stand as the choir and ministers enter.  
 

As the choir sings, the candles in the apse are lit. 
 

Phos Hilaron  

O gracious Light, pure brightness  
of the everliving Father in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
 

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
And our eyes behold the vesper light, 
We sing you praises, O God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

You are worthy at all times 
To be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
And to be glorified through all the worlds. 

 

The choir sits and silence is kept. 
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The Invitation 
 

The officiant stands and says: 
 

The kingdom of the world is to become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he shall reign forever. Revelation 11:15 

   
Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us, in sundry places, to acknowledge and 

confess our manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor 

cloak them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but confess 

them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end that we may 

obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and mercy. And although 

we ought, at all times, humbly to acknowledge our sins before God; yet ought we 

chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render thanks for the 

great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy 

praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite 

and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech 

you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and 

humble voice, unto the throne of the heavenly grace, saying after me: 

 
The people kneel or sit. 
 

The General Confession (said by all) 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred, and strayed from thy 

ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 

our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left 

undone those things which we ought to have done and we have done those 

things which we ought not to have done and there is no health in us. But 

thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare thou them, O 

God, who confess their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent 

according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake that we may hereafter live a 

godly, righteous, and sober life to the glory of thy holy Name.  Amen. 
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The Absolution 
 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a 

sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live; and hath given 

power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and pronounce to his 

people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of their sins. He pardoneth 

and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel. 

Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true repentance, and his Holy Spirit, 

that those things may please him which we do at this present; and that the rest of 

our life hereafter may be pure, and holy; so that at the last we may come to his 

eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
All stand and remain standing until the end of the Psalm. 

 
Preces William Smith  
 (1603-1645) 
 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.  

Choir  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy   

  Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall   

  be, world without end. Amen.  

Officiant Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir  The Lord’s name be praised. 
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Psalm 46                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 God is our refuge and strength, * 
      a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth be moved, * 
      and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
 

3 Though its waters rage and foam, * 
      and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
4 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
      the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

5 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
      the holy habitation of the Most High. 
6 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * 
      God shall help her at the break of day. 
 

7 The nations make much ado and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
      God has spoken and the earth shall melt away. 
8 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
      the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

9 Come now and look upon the works of the Lord, * 
      what awesome things he has done on earth. 
10 It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
      he breaks the bow and shatters the spear and burns the shields with fire. 
 

11 "Be still then and know that I am God; * 
      I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth." 
12 The Lord of hosts is with us; * 
      the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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The People sit. 
 

The First Lesson Micah 4:1-5 
 

A reading from the Book of Micah. 
 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall 

stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, 

and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords 

into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit 

under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make 

them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. For all the peoples 

walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our 

God for ever and ever.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The People stand. 

 
Magnificat, from “Short Service”              Orlando Gibbons  
 (1583-1625) 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in God my savior.  

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm;  

he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat,  

and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things,  

and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,  

as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed forever.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, and is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
The people sit. 
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The Second Lesson 1 Timothy 2:1-6 
 

A reading from Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy. 
 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high 

positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 

dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires 

everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For 

there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 

Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all—this was 

attested at the right time.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
The People stand. 
 

 
The Nunc dimittis:  Luke 2:29-32 Howard Helvey
   

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace  

according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

world without end.  Amen. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

   Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost: 

   Born of the Virgin Mary: 

   Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and was buried: 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead: 

He ascended into heaven, 

 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty: 

   From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The people kneel or sit. 
 

 
The Prayers                                                          William Smith 
 (1603-1645) 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

Choir  And with thy spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

   Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir       Christ, have mercy upon us. 

     Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy 

kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Officiant O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 

Choir And grant us thy salvation. 

Officiant O Lord, preserve our President, save King Charles III and our 

nations. 

Choir  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Officiant Endue thy Ministers with righteousness 

Choir  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Officiant   O Lord, save thy people. 

Choir  And bless thine inheritance. 

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir  Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  

 but only thou, O God. 

Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

 
The Collects 
 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: accept our prayers on behalf of thy 
servant Elizabeth II, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the 
fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do 
proceed: as we remember the deaths and sacrifices of so many on September 
11th, and the world’s traumas in its wake, give unto thy servants that peace which 
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, 
and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, the fountain of all mercy, bless the Sovereign Leige, King Charles 

III, and all who are in authority under him; that they may order all things in wisdom 

and equity, righteousness and peace, to the honor of your name and the good of 

your church and people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, the soure of all goodness, bless, we pray, Camilla the Queen 

Consort, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and all the Royal Family in their 

sorrows and change. Endue them with your heavenly grace; prosper them with all 

happiness; and bring them to your everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
Motet God Be In My Head John Rutter 
  (b.1945) 
 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart and in my thinking. 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 

 
The Homily 
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The people stand. 

 
The Office Hymn                                   Hymnal 624 
 

1. Jerusalem the golden, 
with milk and honey blest, 
beneath thy contemplation 
sink heart and voice oppressed: 
I know not, oh, I know not, 
what joys await us there; 
what radiancy of glory, 
what bliss beyond compare! 
 

2. They stand, those halls of Zion 
all jubilant with song, 
and bright with many an angel, 
and all the martyr throng: 
the Prince is ever in them, 
the daylight is serene; 
the pastures of the blessèd 
are decked in glorious sheen. 

3. There is the throne of David; 
and there, from care released, 
the shout of them that triumph, 
the song of them that feast; 
and they who with their Leader 
have conquered in the fight, 
for ever and for ever 
are clad in robes of white. 
 

4. Oh, sweet and blessèd country, 
the home of God’s elect! 
Oh, sweet and blessèd country 
that eager hearts expect! 
Jesus, in mercy bring us 
to that dear land of rest, 
who art with God the Father, 
and Spirit, ever blest. 

 
 

The Blessing 
 

May God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, the 

Commonwealth of nations and the world concord, and to us sinners eternal life, 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be with 

you now and ever more.  Amen. 

 
The people remain standing as the clergy and choir recess. 
 
 

Postlude  Nimrod (from Enigma Variations) Edward Elgar  
  (1857 - 1934) 
  Arr. Robert Gower 
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Tuesday September 13 | 7 PM 

Contemplative Citizenship 

In the chapel 

Available in person & via Zoom 

 
 

Beginning Tuesday, September 13th at  

7 PM in the chapel and and running through 

November 8th, Fr. David will introduce a 

prayer practice followed by a discussion on 

contemplative citizenship. 

 

Each session presents a democracy-

strengthening idea or practice that can be 

implemented in our own way, regardless 

of our political perspective.  

 

This is a free series and no registration is needed.  

 

Copy/paste this link into your browser: https://us06web.zoom.us/s/81569505140 

or go to our website: saintjameslancaster.org 
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Depart, O Christian soul, 
Out of this world; 

In the name of God the Father, Almighty 
who created you; 

In the name of Jesus Christ who redeemed you; 
In the name of the Holy Spirit who sanctifies you. 

May your rest this day be in peace, 
and your dwelling place in the Paradise of God. 
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