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Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies 

1. We have learned from none others the plan of our salvation, than from those through whom 
the Gospel has come down to us, which they did at one time proclaim in public, and, at a later 
period, by the will of God, handed down to us in the Scriptures, to be the ground and pillar of our 
faith.  
 
2. It is within the power of all, therefore, in every Church, who may wish to see the truth, to 
contemplate clearly the tradition of the apostles manifested throughout the whole world; and we 
are in a position to reckon up those who were by the apostles instituted bishops in the Churches, 
and [to demonstrate] the succession of these men to our own times.  
 
3. It is therefore better, as I have said, that one should have no knowledge whatever of any one 
reason why a single thing in creation has been made, but should believe in God, and continue in 
His love, than that, puffed up through knowledge of this kind, he should fall away from that love 
which is the life of man; and that he should search after no other knowledge except [the 
knowledge of] Jesus Christ the Son of God, who was crucified for us, than that by subtle 
questions and hair-splitting expressions he should fall into impiety. 
 

4. But it is much more suitable that we, directing our inquiries after this fashion, should exercise 
ourselves in the investigation of the mystery and administration of the living God, and should 
increase in the love of Him who has done, and still does, so great things for us. . . .  God should 
forever teach, and man should for ever learn the things taught him by God. 
 
5. God also is truly perfect in all things, Himself equal and similar to Himself, as He is all light, 
and all mind, and all substance, and the fount of all good; but man receives advancement and 
increase towards God. For as God is always the same, so also man, when found in God, shall 
always go on towards God. For neither does God at any time cease to confer benefits upon, or to 
enrich man; nor does man ever cease from receiving the benefits, and being enriched by God. 
For the receptacle of His goodness, and the instrument of His glorification, is the man who is 
grateful to Him that made him. 

 
6. In the beginning, therefore, did God form Adam, not as if He stood in need of man, but that 
He might have [some one] upon whom to confer His benefits.  . . .  For, as much as God is in 
want of nothing, so much does man stand in need of fellowship with God. For this is the glory of 
man, to continue and remain permanently in God’s service.  

7. There is therefore, as I have pointed out, one God the Father, and one Christ Jesus, who came 
by means of the whole dispensational arrangements [connected with Him], and gathered together 
all things in Himself.  But in every respect, too, He is man, the formation of God; and thus He 
took up man into Himself, the invisible becoming visible, the incomprehensible being made 
comprehensible, the impassible becoming capable of suffering, and the Word being made man, 
thus summing up all things in Himself. 
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8. In accordance with this design, Mary the Virgin is found obedient, saying, “Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” But Eve was disobedient; for she 
did not obey when as yet she was a virgin, because what is joined together could not otherwise 
be put asunder than by inversion of the process by which these bonds of union had arisen; so that 
the former ties be cancelled by the latter, that the latter may set the former again at liberty.  . . . 
And thus also it was that the knot of Eve’s disobedience was loosed by the obedience of Mary. 
For what the virgin Eve had bound fast through unbelief, this did the virgin Mary set free 
through faith. 

 
9. He has therefore, in His work of recapitulation, summed up all things, both waging war 
against our enemy, and crushing him who had at the beginning led us away captives in 
Adam.  . . . For indeed the enemy would not have been fairly vanquished, unless it had been a 
man [born] of a woman who conquered him.  
 
10. For I have shown that the Son of God did not then begin to exist, being with the Father from 
the beginning; but when He became incarnate, and was made man, He commenced afresh [i.e., 
recapitulated] the long line of human beings, and furnished us, in a brief, comprehensive manner, 
with salvation; so that what we had lost in Adam—namely, to be according to the image and 
likeness of God—that we might recover in Christ Jesus. 
 
11. Therefore, as I have already said, He caused man (human nature) to cleave to and to become, 
one with God.  . . .  Wherefore also He passed through every stage of life, restoring to all 
communion with God.  . . .  God recapitulated in Himself the ancient formation of man, that He 
might kill sin, deprive death of its power, and vivify man; and therefore His works are true. 
 
12. For by no other means could we have attained to incorruptibility and immortality, unless we 
had been united to incorruptibility and immortality. But how could we be joined to 
incorruptibility and immortality, unless, first, incorruptibility and immortality had become that 
which we also are, so that the corruptible might be swallowed up by incorruptibility, and the 
mortal by immortality, that we might receive the adoption of sons? 
 
13. For as He became man in order to undergo temptation, so also was He the Word that He 
might be glorified; the Word remaining quiescent, that He might be capable of being tempted, 
dishonored, crucified, and of suffering death, but the human nature being swallowed up in it (the 
divine), when it conquered, and endured [without yielding], and performed acts of kindness, and 
rose again, and was received up [into heaven].  

 
14. This, therefore, was the [object of the] long-suffering of God, that man, passing through all 
things, and acquiring the knowledge of moral discipline, then attaining to the resurrection from 
the dead, and learning by experience what is the source of his deliverance, may always live in a 
state of gratitude to the Lord, having obtained from Him the gift of incorruptibility, that he might 
love Him the more; for “he to whom more is forgiven, loveth more:” and that he may know 
himself, how mortal and weak he is; while he also understands respecting God, that He is 
immortal and powerful to such a degree as to confer immortality upon what is mortal, and 
eternity upon what is temporal; and may understand also the other attributes of God displayed 
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towards himself, by means of which being instructed he may think of God in accordance with the 
divine greatness. For the glory of man [is] God, but [His] works [are the glory] of God; and the 
receptacle of all His wisdom and power [is] man. 
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