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Forum 25 Moses, Covenant 

Exodus 2:23 After a long time the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned under their slavery, 
and cried out. Out of the slavery their cry for help rose up to God. 24God heard their groaning, 
and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25God looked upon the 
Israelites, and God took notice of them. 

Exodus 3:1: Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led 
his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, 
yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and 
see why the bush is not burned up.’ 4When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5Then he said, ‘Come 
no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 
ground.’ 6He said further, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 7 Then 
the Lord said, ‘I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry 
on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to 
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I 
have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring 
my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.’  

Exodus 19:1 At the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that 
very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai.2They had journeyed from Rephidim, entered 
the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the 
mountain.3Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus 
you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites:4You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if 
you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the 
peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy 
nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 7 So Moses came, summoned 
the elders of the people, and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded 
him. 8The people all answered as one: ‘Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.’ Moses 
reported the words of the people to the LORD. 9Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘I am going to 
come to you in a dense cloud, in order that the people may hear when I speak with you and so 
trust you ever after.’ 
 
Exodus 20:1 Then God spoke all these words: 
2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for 
the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but 
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showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 
7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, 
your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your 
towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12 Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
13 You shall not murder. 
14 You shall not commit adultery. 
15 You shall not steal. 
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. 

18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, 19and said to Moses, 
‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.’ 20Moses said 
to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him 
upon you so that you do not sin.’ 21Then the people stood at a distance, while Moses drew near to 
the thick darkness where God was. 

Exodus 24:1 Then he said to Moses, ‘Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship at a distance. 2Moses alone shall come near 
the Lord; but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.’ 

3 Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances; and all the 
people answered with one voice, and said, ‘All the words that the Lord has spoken we will 
do.’ 4And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord. He rose early in the morning, and built 
an altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 5He sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt-offerings and sacrificed 
oxen as offerings of well-being to the Lord. 6Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, 
and half of the blood he dashed against the altar. 7Then he took the book of the covenant, and 
read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, ‘All that the Lord has spoken we will do, and 
we will be obedient.’ 8Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said, ‘See the blood 
of the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.’ 

9 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 10and 
they saw the God of Israel. Under his feet there was something like a pavement of sapphire 
stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11God did not lay his hand on the chief men of the 
people of Israel; also they beheld God, and they ate and drank.  

 


