
The Image of God 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the 
wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”  

27 So God created humans in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and 
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 
moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every 
beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that 
he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

1 Cor. 11: 6 For if a woman will not veil herself, then she should cut off her hair, but if it is shameful for 
a woman to have her hair cut off or to be shaved, she should wear a veil. 7 For a man ought not to have 
his head veiled, since he is the image and reflection of God, but woman is the reflection of 
man. 8 Indeed, man was not made from woman but woman from man. 

Genesis 9: 6 “Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be shed, for in 
his own image God made humans. 7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and have 
dominion over it.” 

John Calvin, Comm. Gen. 9:6 Men are indeed unworthy of God’s care, if respect be had only to 
themselves. but since they bear the image of God engraven on them, He deems himself violated in their 
person.  . . .  This doctrine, however is to be carefully observed that no one can be injurious to his 
brother without wounding God himself.  
 
Inst. III.viii.6 The Lord enjoins us to do good to all without exception, though the greater part, if 
estimated by their own merit, are most unworthy of it. But Scripture subjoins a most excellent reason, 
when it tells us that we are not to look to what men in themselves deserve, but to attend to the image of 
God, which exists in all, and to which we owe all honor and love. But in those who are of the household 
of faith, the same rule is to be more carefully observed, inasmuch as that image is renewed and restored 
in them by the Spirit of Christ.  . . .  In this way only we attain to what is not to say difficult but 
altogether against nature, to love those that hate us, render good for evil, and blessing for cursing, 
remembering that we are not to reflect on the wickedness of men, but look to the image of God in them, 
an image which, covering and obliterating their faults, should by its beauty and dignity allure us to love 
and embrace them. 
 
Inst. II.viii.55: But I say that the whole human race, without exception, are to be embraced with one 
feeling of charity: that here there is no distinction of Greek or Barbarian, worthy or unworthy, friend or 
foe, since all are to be viewed not in themselves, but in God. Wherefore, if we would hold the true 
course in love, our first step must be to turn our eyes not to man, the sight of whom might oftener 



produce hatred than love, but to God, who requires that the love which we bear to him be diffused 
among all mankind, so that our fundamental principle must ever be, Let a man be what he may, he is 
still to be loved, because God is loved. 
 
Wisdom 2: 23 For God created us for incorruption/immortality 
and made us in the image of his own eternity; 
24 but through an adversary’s/the devil’s envy death entered the world, 
and those who belong to his company experience it. 
 
Inst. II.i.1: For as God at first formed us in his own image, that he might elevate our minds to the 
pursuit of virtue, and the contemplation of eternal life, so to prevent us from heartlessly burying those 
noble qualities which distinguish us from the lower animals, it is of importance to know that we were 
endued with reason and intelligence, in order that we might cultivate a holy and honorable life, and 
regard a blessed immortality as our destined aim.  
 
Wisdom 7: 24 For wisdom is more mobile than any motion; 
because of her pureness she pervades and penetrates all things. 
25 For she is a breath of the power of God 
and a pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; 
therefore nothing defiled gains entrance into her. 
26 For she is a reflection of eternal light, 
a spotless mirror of the working of God, 
and an image of his goodness. 
 
Col. 1: 15 [Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
 
Col. 3: 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and 
have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image 
of its creator.  
 
2 Cor. 3: 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And all of 
us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another, for this comes from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 

1 Cor. 15: 48 As one of dust, so are those who are of the dust, and as one of heaven, so are those who are 
of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the one of dust, we will also bear the image of the one 
of heaven. 50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Comm. 1 John 3:2 But as far as the image of God is renewed in us, we have eyes prepared to see God. 
And now, indeed, God begins to renew in us his own image, but in what a small measure! Except then 
we be stripped of all the corruption of the flesh, we shall not be able to behold God face to face. 


