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The Covenant of the
Islamic Resistance Movement

18 August 1988
In The Name Of The Most Merciful Allah

“Israel will exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate it, just as it obliterated others
before it" (The Martyr, Imam Hassan al-Banna, of blessed memory).

"The Islamic world is on fire. Each of us should pour some water, no matter how little, to extinguish
whatever one can without waiting for the others." (Sheikh Amjad al-Zahawi, of blessed memory).

In The Name Of The Most Merciful Allah

Introduction

Praise be unto Allah, to whom we resort for help, and whose forgiveness, guidance and support we seek;
Allah bless the Prophet and grant him salvation, his companions and supporters, and to those who
carried out his message and adopted his laws - everlasting prayers and salvation as long as the earth and
heaven will last. Hereafter:

O People: When the idea was ripe, the seed grew and the plant struck root in the soil of reality, away
from passing emotions, and hateful haste. The Islamic Resistance Movement emerged to carry out its
role through striving for the sake of its Creator, its arms intertwined with those of all the fighters for the
liberation of Palestine. The spirits of its fighters meet with the spirits of all the fighters who have
sacrificed their lives on the soil of Palestine, ever since it was conquered by the companions of the
Prophet, Allah bless him and grant him salvation, and until this day.

This Covenant of the Islamic Resistance Movement (HAMAS), clarifies its picture, reveals its identity,
outlines its stand, explains its aims, speaks about its hopes, and calls for its support, adoption and joining
its ranks. Our struggle against the Jews is very great and very serious. It needs all sincere efforts. It is a
step that inevitably should be followed by other steps. The Movement is but one squadron that should be
supported by more and more squadrons from this vast Arab and Islamic world, until the enemy is
vanquished and Allah's victory is realised.

Hamas (means) strength and bravery -(according to) Al-Mua'jam al-Wasit: c1.
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Article One:

The Islamic Resistance Movement: The Movement's programme is Islam. From it, it draws its ideas,
ways of thinking and understanding of the universe, life and man. It resorts to it for judgement in all its
conduct, and it is inspired by it for guidance of its steps.

Article Two:

The Islamic Resistance Movement is one of the wings of Moslem Brotherhood in Palestine. Moslem
Brotherhood Movement is a universal organization which constitutes the largest Islamic movement in
modern times. It is characterised by its deep understanding, accurate comprehension and its complete
embrace of all Islamic concepts of all aspects of life, culture, creed, politics, economics, education,
society, justice and judgement, the spreading of Islam, education, art, information, science of the occult
and conversion to Islam.

Article Six:

The Islamic Resistance Movement is a distinguished Palestinian movement, whose allegiance is to
Allah, and whose way of life is Islam. It strives to raise the banner of Allah over every inch of Palestine,
for under the wing of Islam followers of all religions can coexist in security and safety where their lives,
possessions and rights are concerned. In the absence of Islam, strife will be rife, oppression spreads, evil
prevails and schisms and wars will break out.

The Universality of the Islamic Resistance Movement:
Article Seven:

The Islamic Resistance Movement is one of the links in the chain of the struggle against the Zionist
invaders. It goes back to 1939, to the emergence of the martyr 1zz al-Din al Kissam and his brethren the
fighters, members of Moslem Brotherhood. It goes on to reach out and become one with another chain
that includes the struggle of the Palestinians and Moslem Brotherhood in the 1948 war and the Jihad
operations of the Moslem Brotherhood in 1968 and after. The Prophet, Allah bless him and grant him
salvation, has said:

"The Day of Judgement will not come about until Moslems fight the Jews (killing the Jews), when the
Jew will hide behind stones and trees. The stones and trees will say O Moslems, O Abdulla, there is a
Jew behind me, come and kill him. Only the Gharkad tree, (evidently a certain kind of tree) would not
do that because it is one of the trees of the Jews." (related by al-Bukhari and Moslem).

Article Eight:

Allah is its target, the Prophet is its model, the Koran its constitution: Jihad is its path and death for the
sake of Allah is the loftiest of its wishes.
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Article Ten:

As the Islamic Resistance Movement paves its way, it will back the oppressed and support the wronged
with all its might. It will spare no effort to bring about justice and defeat injustice, in word and deed, in
this place and everywhere it can reach and have influence therein.

Article Eleven:

The Islamic Resistance Movement believes that the land of Palestine is an Islamic Wagqf consecrated for
future Moslem generations until Judgement Day. It, or any part of it, should not be squandered: it, or any
part of it, should not be given up. Neither a single Arab country nor all Arab countries, neither any king
or president, nor all the kings and presidents, neither any organization nor all of them, be they
Palestinian or Arab, possess the right to do that. Palestine is an Islamic Waqf land consecrated for
Moslem generations until Judgement Day. This being so, who could claim to have the right to represent
Moslem generations till Judgement Day?

This is the law governing the land of Palestine in the Islamic Sharia (law) and the same goes for any
land the Moslems have conquered by force, because during the times of (Islamic) conquests, the
Moslems consecrated these lands to Moslem generations till the Day of Judgement.

Article Twelve:

Nationalism, from the point of view of the Islamic Resistance Movement, is part of the religious creed.
Nothing in nationalism is more significant or deeper than in the case when an enemy should tread
Moslem land. Resisting and quelling the enemy become the individual duty of every Moslem, male or
female. A woman can go out to fight the enemy without her husband's permission, and so does the slave:
without his master's permission.

Article Thirteen:

Initiatives, and so-called peaceful solutions and international conferences, are in contradiction to the
principles of the Islamic Resistance Movement. Abusing any part of Palestine is abuse directed against
part of religion. Nationalism of the Islamic Resistance Movement is part of its religion. Its members
have been fed on that. For the sake of hoisting the banner of Allah over their homeland they fight.
"Allah will be prominent, but most people do not know."

Now and then the call goes out for the convening of an international conference to look for ways of
solving the (Palestinian) question. Some accept, others reject the idea, for this or other reason, with one
stipulation or more for consent to convening the conference and participating in it. Knowing the parties
constituting the conference, their past and present attitudes towards Moslem problems, the Islamic
Resistance Movement does not consider these conferences capable of realising the demands, restoring
the rights or doing justice to the oppressed. These conferences are only ways of setting the infidels in the
land of the Moslems as arbitraters. When did the infidels do justice to the believers?
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There is no solution for the Palestinian question except through Jihad. Initiatives, proposals and
international conferences are all a waste of time and vain endeavors. The Palestinian people know better
than to consent to having their future, rights and fate toyed with.

Article Fourteen:

The question of the liberation of Palestine is bound to three circles: the Palestinian circle, the Arab circle
and the Islamic circle. Each of these circles has its role in the struggle against Zionism. Each has its
duties, and it is a horrible mistake and a sign of deep ignorance to overlook any of these circles.
Palestine is an Islamic land which has the first of the two kiblahs (direction to which Moslems turn in
praying), the third of the holy (Islamic) sanctuaries, and the point of departure for Mohamed's midnight
journey to the seven heavens (i.e. Jerusalem).

"Praise be unto him who transported his servant by night, from the sacred temple of Mecca to the farther
temple of Jerusalem, the circuit of which we have blessed, that we might show him some of our signs;
for Allah is he who heareth, and seeth." (The Night-Journey - verse 1).

Since this is the case, liberation of Palestine is then an individual duty for very Moslem wherever he
may be. On this basis, the problem should be viewed. This should be realised by every Moslem.

The day the problem is dealt with on this basis, when the three circles mobilize their capabilities, the
present state of affairs will change and the day of liberation will come nearer.

Article Fifteen:

The day that enemies usurp part of Moslem land, Jihad becomes the individual duty of every Moslem. In
face of the Jews' usurpation of Palestine, it is compulsory that the banner of Jihad be raised. To do this
requires the diffusion of Islamic consciousness among the masses, both on the regional, Arab and
Islamic levels. It is necessary to instill the spirit of Jihad in the heart of the nation so that they would
confront the enemies and join the ranks of the fighters.

It is necessary that scientists, educators and teachers, information and media people, as well as the
educated masses, especially the youth and sheikhs of the Islamic movements, should take part in the
operation of awakening (the masses). It is important that basic changes be made in the school
curriculum, to cleanse it of the traces of ideological invasion that affected it as a result of the orientalists
and missionaries who infiltrated the region following the defeat of the Crusaders at the hands of Salah
el-Din (Saladin). The Crusaders realised that it was impossible to defeat the Moslems without first
having ideological invasion pave the way by upsetting their thoughts, disfiguring their heritage and
violating their ideals. Only then could they invade with soldiers. This, in its turn, paved the way for the
imperialistic invasion that made Allenby declare on entering Jerusalem: “Only now have the Crusades
ended.” General Guru stood at Salah el-Din's grave and said: “We have returned, O Salah el-Din.”
Imperialism has helped towards the strengthening of ideological invasion, deepening, and still does, its
roots. All this has paved the way towards the loss of Palestine.

It is necessary to instill in the minds of the Moslem generations that the Palestinian problem is a
religious problem, and should be dealt with on this basis. Palestine contains Islamic holy sites. In it there
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is al- Agsa Mosque which is bound to the great Mosque in Mecca in an inseparable bond as long as
heaven and earth speak of Isra’ (Mohammed's midnight journey to the seven heavens) and Mi'raj
(Mohammed's ascension to the seven heavens from Jerusalem).

Article Twenty:

Moslem society is a mutually responsible society. The Prophet, prayers and greetings be unto him, said:
“Blessed are the generous, whether they were in town or on a journey, who have collected all that they
had and shared it equally among themselves.”

The Islamic spirit is what should prevail in every Moslem society. The society that confronts a vicious
enemy which acts in a way similar to Nazism, making no differentiation between man and woman,
between children and old people - such a society is entitled to this Islamic spirit. Our enemy relies on the
methods of collective punishment. He has deprived people of their homeland and properties, pursued
them in their places of exile and gathering, breaking bones, shooting at women, children and old people,
with or without a reason. The enemy has opened detention camps where thousands and thousands of
people are thrown and kept under sub-human conditions. Added to this, are the demolition of houses,
rendering children orphans, meting cruel sentences against thousands of young people, and causing them
to spend the best years of their lives in the dungeons of prisons.

In their Nazi treatment, the Jews made no exception for women or children. Their policy of striking fear
in the heart is meant for all. They attack people where their breadwinning is concerned, extorting their
money and threatening their honour. They deal with people as if they were the worst war criminals.
Deportation from the homeland is a kind of murder.

To counter these deeds, it is necessary that social mutual responsibility should prevail among the people.
The enemy should be faced by the people as a single body which if one member of it should complain,
the rest of the body would respond by feeling the same pains.

Article Twenty-Two:

For a long time, the enemies have been planning, skillfully and with precision, for the achievement of
what they have attained. They took into consideration the causes affecting the current of events. They
strived to amass great and substantive material wealth which they devoted to the realisation of their
dream. With their money, they took control of the world media, news agencies, the press, publishing
houses, broadcasting stations, and others. With their money, they stirred revolutions in various parts of
the world with the purpose of achieving their interests and reaping the fruit therein. They were behind
the French Revolution, the Communist revolution and most of the revolutions we heard and hear about,
here and there. With their money they formed secret societies, such as Freemasons, Rotary Clubs, the
Lions and others in different parts of the world for the purpose of sabotaging societies and achieving
Zionist interests. With their money they were able to control imperialistic countries and instigate them to
colonize many countries in order to enable them to exploit their resources and spread corruption there.

You may speak as much as you want about regional and world wars. They were behind World War I,

when they were able to destroy the Islamic Caliphate, making financial gains and controlling resources.
They obtained the Balfour Declaration, formed the League of Nations through which they could rule the

Page 5 of 8



Mercy Seminar 2025, Term 3 | Reading I11.4 6

world. They were behind World War II, through which they made huge financial gains by trading in
armaments, and paved the way for the establishment of their state. It was they who instigated the
replacement of the League of Nations with the United Nations and the Security Council to enable them
to rule the world through them. There is no war going on anywhere, without having their finger in it.

The imperialistic forces in the Capitalist West and Communist East, support the enemy with all their
might, in money and in men. These forces take turns in doing that. The day Islam appears, the forces of
infidelity would unite to challenge it, for the infidels are of one nation.

Article Twenty-Seven:

The Palestinian Liberation Organization is the closest to the heart of the Islamic Resistance Movement.
It contains the father and the brother, the next of kin and the friend. The Moslem does not estrange
himself from his father, brother, next of kin or friend. Our homeland is one, our situation is one, our fate
is one and the enemy is a joint enemy to all of us.

Because of the situations surrounding the formation of the Organization, of the ideological confusion
prevailing in the Arab world as a result of the ideological invasion under whose influence the Arab
world has fallen since the defeat of the Crusaders and which was, and still is, intensified through
orientalists, missionaries and imperialists, the Organization adopted the idea of the secular state. And
that it how we view it.

Secularism completely contradicts religious ideology. Attitudes, conduct and decisions stem from
ideologies.

That is why, with all our appreciation for The Palestinian Liberation Organization - and what it can
develop into - and without belittling its role in the Arab-Israeli conflict, we are unable to exchange the
present or future Islamic Palestine with the secular idea. The Islamic nature of Palestine is part of our
religion and whoever takes his religion lightly is a loser.

The day The Palestinian Liberation Organization adopts Islam as its way of life, we will become its
soldiers, and fuel for its fire that will burn the enemies.

Until such a day, and we pray to Allah that it will be soon, the Islamic Resistance Movement's stand
towards the PLO is that of the son towards his father, the brother towards his brother, and the relative to
relative, suffers his pain and supports him in confronting the enemies, wishing him to be wise and well-
guided.

Article Twenty-Eight:

The Zionist invasion is a vicious invasion. It does not refrain from resorting to all methods, using all evil
and contemptible ways to achieve its end. It relies greatly in its infiltration and espionage operations on
the secret organizations it gave rise to, such as the Freemasons, The Rotary and Lions clubs, and other
sabotage groups. All these organizations, whether secret or open, work in the interest of Zionism and
according to its instructions. They aim at undermining societies, destroying values, corrupting
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consciences, deteriorating character and annihilating Islam. It is behind the drug trade and alcoholism in
all its kinds so as to facilitate its control and expansion.

We should not forget to remind every Moslem that when the Jews conquered the Holy City in 1967,
they stood on the threshold of the Aqsa Mosque and proclaimed that “Mohammed is dead, and his
descendants are all women.”

Article Thirty-Two:

World Zionism, together with imperialistic powers, try through a studied plan and an intelligent strategy
to remove one Arab state after another from the circle of struggle against Zionism, in order to have it
finally face the Palestinian people only. Egypt was, to a great extent, removed from the circle of the
struggle, through the treacherous Camp David Agreement. They are trying to draw other Arab countries
into similar agreements and to bring them outside the circle of struggle.

The Islamic Resistance Movement calls on Arab and Islamic nations to take up the line of serious and
persevering action to prevent the success of this horrendous plan, to warn the people of the danger
emanating from leaving the circle of struggle against Zionism. Today it is Palestine, tomorrow it will be
one country or another. The Zionist plan is limitless. After Palestine, the Zionists aspire to expand from
the Nile to the Euphrates. When they will have digested the region they overtook, they will aspire to
further expansion, and so on. Their plan is embodied in the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion”, and their
present conduct is the best proof of what we are saying.

Leaving the circle of struggle with Zionism is high treason, and cursed be he who does that. There is no
way out except by concentrating all powers and energies to face this Nazi, vicious Tatar invasion. The
alternative is loss of one's country, the dispersion of citizens, the spread of vice on earth and the
destruction of religious values.

The Islamic Resistance Movement considers itself to be the spearhead of the circle of struggle with
world Zionism and a step on the road. The Movement adds its efforts to the efforts of all those who are
active in the Palestinian arena. Arab and Islamic Peoples should augment by further steps on their part;
Islamic groupings all over the Arab world should also do the same, since all of these are the best-
equipped for the future role in the fight with the warmongering Jews.

Palestine is the navel of the globe and the crossroad of the continents. Expansionists have more than
once put their eye on Palestine which they attacked with their armies to fulfill their designs on it. Thus it
was that the Crusaders came with their armies, bringing with them their creed and carrying their Cross.
They were able to defeat the Moslems for a while, but the Moslems were able to retrieve the land only
when they stood under the wing of their religious banner, united their word, hallowed the name of Allah
and surged out fighting under the leadership of Salah ed-Din al-Ayyubi. They fought for almost twenty
years and at the end the Crusaders were defeated and Palestine was liberated.

This is the only way to liberate Palestine. There is no doubt about the testimony of history. It is one of
the laws of the universe and one of the rules of existence. Nothing can overcome iron except iron. Their
false futile creed can only be defeated by the righteous Islamic creed. A creed could not be fought
except by a creed, and in the last analysis, victory is for the just, for justice is certainly victorious.
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“Our word hath formerly been given unto our servants the apostles; that they should certainly be assisted
against the infidels, and that our armies should surely be the conquerors.” (Those Who Rank
Themselves - verses 171-172).

Article Thirty-Five:

The Islamic Resistance Movement views seriously the defeat of the Crusaders at the hands of Salah ed-
Din al-Ayyubi and the rescuing of Palestine from their hands, as well as the defeat of the Tatars at Ein
Galot, breaking their power at the hands of Qataz and Al-Dhaher Bivers and saving the Arab world from
the Tatar onslaught which aimed at the destruction of every meaning of human civilization. The
Movement draws lessons and examples from all this. The present Zionist onslaught has also been
preceded by Crusading raids from the West and other Tatar raids from the East. Just as the Moslems
faced those raids and planned fighting and defeating them, they should be able to confront the Zionist
invasion and defeat it. This is indeed no problem for the Almighty Allah, provided that the intentions are
pure, the determination is true and that Moslems have benefited from past experiences, rid themselves of
the effects of ideological invasion and followed the customs of their ancestors.

We ask Allah to show us the right course, to make us an example to others and to judge between us and
our people with truth. "O Lord, do thou judge between us and our nation with truth; for thou art the best
judge." (Al Araf - Verse 89).

The last of our prayers will be praise to Allah, the Master of the Universe.

Ismail Haniyeh speech on Oct. 7, 2023 after the Hamas attack on Israel

“Today, the enemy has had a political, military, intelligence, security and moral defeat inflicted upon it,
and we shall crown it, with the grace of God, with a crushing defeat that will expel it from our lands, our
holy city of Al-Quds, our Al-Agsa mosque, and the release of our prisoners from the jails of the Zionist
occupation. Operation Al-Agsa Flood was launched from Gaza, but it will extend to the West Bank, to
Al-Quds and to our people within the territories occupied in 1948, as well as to the Resistance and the
Palestinian people abroad.

“Our objective is clear: we want to liberate our land, our holy sites, our Al-Aqsa mosque, our prisoners.
We have no hesitation about this. This is the goal that is worthy of this battle, worthy of this heroism,
worthy of this courage. Al-Qassam Brigades made the enemy lose its balance in just a few minutes, with
this grand and blessed incursion; with this epic presence of men who write history with their blood and
their guns; with their footsteps that crush the occupying invaders. And we say to all countries, including
our beloved Arab countries: you must know that this entity which is incapable of protecting itself from
our fighters is incapable of providing you with security or protection. All the normalization and
recognition processes, all the agreements that have been signed [with Israel] can never put an end to this
battle.”
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