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6. The end of the magistrate’s office is not only the quiet and peaceable life of the subject in
matters of righteousness and honesty, but also in matters of godliness; yea, of all godliness.

8. Idolatry, blasphemy, heresy, venting corrupt and pernicious opinions, that destroy the
foundation, open contempt of the Word preached, profanation of the Lord’s Day, disturbing the
peaceable administration and exercise of the worship and holy things of God, and the like, are to
be restrained and punished by civil authority.

9. If any church, one or more, shall grow schismatical, rending itself from the communion of
other churches, or shall walk incorrigibly and obstinately in any corrupt way of their own,
contrary to the rule of the Word; in such case, the magistrate is to put forth his coercive power,
as the matter shall require. The tribes on this side Jordan intended to make war against the other
tribes for building the altar of witness, whom they suspected to have turned away therein from
following of the Lord.

Roger Williams, The Bloudy Tenent of Persecution for Cause of Conscience, 1644

First, that the blood of so many hundred thousand souls of Protestants and papists, spilled in the
wars of the present and former ages for their respective consciences, is not required or accepted
by Jesus Christ the Prince of Peace.

Secondly, pregnant Scriptures and arguments are throughout the work proposed against the
doctrine of persecution for cause of conscience.

Thirdly, satisfactory answers are given to scriptures and objections by Mr. Calvin, Beza, Mr.
Cotton, and the ministers of the New English churches, and others former or later, tending to
prove the doctrine of persecution for cause of conscience.

Fourthly, the doctrine of persecution for cause of conscience is proved guilty of all the blood of
the souls crying out for vengeance under the altar.

Fifthly, all civil states, with their officers of justice, in their respective constitutions and
administrations, are proved essentially civil, and therefore not judges, governors, or defenders of
the spiritual, or Christian, state and worship.

Sixthly, it is the will and command of God that since the coming of his Son the Lord Jesus, a
permission of the most paganish, Jewish, Turkish, or anti-Christian consciences and worships be
granted to all men in all nations and countries [“Let both grow together until the harvest” (Matt.
13:30)], and they are only to be fought against with the sword which is only, in soul matters, able
to conquer, to wit, the sword of God’s Spirit, the word of God.

Seventhly, the state of the land of Israel, the kings and people thereof, in peace and war, is
proved figurative and ceremonial, and no pattern nor precedent for any kingdom or civil state in
the world to follow.



Eighthly, God requires not a uniformity of religion to be enacted and enforced in any civil state;
which enforced uniformity, sooner or later, is the greatest occasion of civil war, ravishing of
conscience, persecution of Christ Jesus in his servants, and of the hypocrisy and destruction of
millions of souls.

Ninthly, in holding enforced uniformity of religion in a civil state, we must necessarily disclaim
our desires and hopes of the Jews’ conversion to Christ.

Tenthly, an enforced uniformity of religion throughout a nation or civil state confounds the civil
and religious, denies the principles of Christianity and civility, and that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh.

Eleventhly, the permission of other consciences and worships than a state professes only can,
according to God, procure a firm and lasting peace; good assurance being taken, according to the
wisdom of the civil state, for uniformity of civil obedience from all sorts.

Twelfthly, lastly, true civility and Christianity may both flourish in a state or kingdom,
notwithstanding the permission of divers and contrary consciences, either of Jew or Gentile.

Rhode Island Royal Charter, 1663

CHARLES THE SECOND, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and
Ireland, Defender of the Faith etc. To All to whom these presents shall come, greeting.

Now, know ye, that we, being willing to encourage the hopeful undertaking of our said loyal and
loving subjects, and to secure them in the free exercise and enjoyment of all their civil and
religious rights, appertaining to them, as our loving subjects and to preserve unto them that
liberty, in the true Christian faith and worship of God, which they have sought with so much
travail, and with peaceable minds, and loyal subjection to our royal progenitors and ourselves, to
enjoy; and because some of the people and inhabitants of the same colony cannot, in their private
opinions, conform to the public exercise of religion, according to the liturgy, forms and
ceremonies of the Church of England, or take or subscribe the oaths and articles made and
established in that behalf; and for that the same, by reason of the remote distances of those
places, will (as we hope) be no breach of the unity and uniformity established in this nation:

Have therefore thought fit, and do hereby publish, grant, ordain and declare, that our royal will
and pleasure is, that no person within the said colony, at any time hereafter shall be any wise
molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question, for any differences in opinion in matters of
religion, and do not actually disturb the civil peace of our said colony; but that all and every
person and persons may, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, freely and fully have and
enjoy his and their own judgments and consciences, in matters of religious concernments,
throughout the tract of land hereafter mentioned, they behaving themselves peaceably and
quietly, and not using this liberty to licentiousness and profaneness, nor to the civil injury or
outward disturbance of others, any law, statute, or clause therein contained, or to be contained,
usage or custom of this realm, to the contrary hereof, in any wise notwithstanding.
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