Articles of Religion, Protestant Episcopal Church, 1801

I. There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts, or passions; of

infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and Preserver of all things both visible

and invisible. And in the unity of this Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power,
and eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

I1. The Son, which is the Word of the Father, begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very
and eternal God, and of one substance with the Father, took Man's nature in the womb of

the blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that two whole and perfect Natures, that is to say,

the Godhead and Manhood, were joined together in one Person, never to be divided,

whereof is one Christ, very God, and very Man; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead,

and buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but
also for actual sins of men.

II1. As Christ died for us, and was buried; so also it is to be believed, that he went down into
Hell.

IV. Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with flesh, bones, and all
things appertaining to the perfection of Man's nature; wherewith he ascended into Heaven,
and there sitteth, until he return to judge all Men at the last day.

V. The Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and
glory, with the Father and the Son, very and eternal God.

VI. Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatsoever is not read
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be
believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the
name of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical Books of the Old and New
Testament, of whose authority was never any doubt in the Church.

All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do receive, and
account them Canonical.

VII. The Old Testament is not contrary to the New: for both in the Old and New Testament
everlasting life is offered to Mankind by Christ, who is the only Mediator between God and
Man, being both God and Man. Wherefore they are not to be heard, which feign that the
old Fathers did look only for transitory promises. Although the Law given from God by
Moses, as touching Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the Civil precepts
thereof ought of necessity to be received in any commonwealth; yet notwithstanding, no
Christian man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the Commandments which are
called Moral.

VIII. The Nicene Creed, and that which is commonly called the Apostles' Creed, ought
thoroughly to be received and believed: for they may be proved by most certain warrants of
Holy Scripture.



The Chicago-Lambeth Quadrilateral 1886, 1888
Adopted by the House of Bishops in
Chicago, 1886, and Lambeth, 1888

We do hereby affirm that the Christian unity . . . can be restored only by the return of all
Christian communions to the principles of unity exemplified by the undivided Catholic Church
during the first ages of its existence; which principles we believe to be the substantial deposit of
Christian Faith and Order committed by Christ and his Apostles to the Church unto the end of
the world, and therefore incapable of compromise or surrender by those who have been ordained
to be its stewards and trustees for the common and equal benefit of all men.

As inherent parts of this sacred deposit, and therefore as essential to the restoration of unity
among the divided branches of Christendom, we account the following, to wit:

1. The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the revealed Word of God.
2. The Nicene Creed as the sufficient statement of the Christian Faith.

3. The two Sacraments—Baptism and the Supper of the Lord—ministered with unfailing use
of Christ's words of institution and of the elements ordained by Him.

4. The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying
needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the unity of His Church.

Lambeth Conference of 1888, affirmed by the General Convention in 1895
Resolution II

That, in the opinion of this Conference, the following Articles supply a basis on which approach
may be by God's blessing made towards Home Reunion:

(a) The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, as “containing all things necessary to
salvation,” and as being the rule and ultimate standard of faith.

(b) The Apostles' Creed, as the Baptismal Symbol; and the Nicene Creed, as the sufficient
statement of the Christian faith.

(c) The two Sacraments ordained by Christ Himself—Baptism and the Supper of the Lord—
ministered with unfailing use of Christ's words of Institution, and of the elements ordained by
Him.

(d) The Historic Episcopate, locally adapted in the methods of its administration to the varying
needs of the nations and peoples called of God into the Unity of His Church.



